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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on October 06, 2003. 
Claims 1-16 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "itself in line 6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "if in line 4. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 



3. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Tsukakoshi et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,496,510) hereinafter referred as 
Tsukakoshi. 



Tsukakoshi teaches the invention as claimed including a router device is 
provided with a plurality of router node devices interconnected via internal 
transmission lines, in which each of the plurality of router node devices 
comprises a unit for connecting to a plurality of networks (See abstract). 

As to claim 1, Tsukakoshi teaches a routing control system comprising: 
transfer devices that perform transfer control processing, and a routing 
control device to which said transfer devices are connected (See abstract, 
Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22, Tsukakoshi 
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discloses transfer devices (router node devices) are connected to routing control 
device), 

wherein said routing control device has routing control information and 
transmits the routing control information to said transfer devices (See abstract, 
Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41 -Column 6, lines 22, Tsukakoshi routing 
control device has routing control information), and 

said transfer devices perform said transfer control processing of packets 
based on said routing control information transmitted from said routing control 
device (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41 -Column 6, lines 
22, Tsukakoshi discloses transfer devices (router node devices) perform 
processing of packets based on routing control information). 

As to claim 2, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according to 
claim 1 , wherein said routing control device has a routing control table which 
holds said routing control information (See abstract, Fig. 4, Fig. 5). 

As to claim 3, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according to 
claim 1, wherein said routing control device predicts the packet transfer routes 
based on said routing control information (See abstract). 

As to claim 4, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according to 
claim 1 , wherein said routing control device-transmits the routing control 
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information necessary for transfer devices on said packet transfer routes, to the 
transfer devices (Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22). 

As to claim 5, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according to 
claim 1 , wherein said transfer devices comprise storage means that stores said 
routing control information transmitted from said routing control device (Fig. 4, 
Fig. 5, Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22). 

As to claim 6, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according to 
claim 1 , wherein, in cases where said transfer devices do not have said routing 
control information, said transfer devices request transmission of said routing 
control information thereto from said routing control device (See abstract, 
Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22). 

As to claim 7, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according to 
claim 6, wherein when said routing control device receives a request for 
transmission of said routing control information from said transfer device, said 
routing control device transmits said routing control information, to the transfer 
device which requested this transmission (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51, 
Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22). 
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As to claim 8, Tsukakoshi teaches a routing control method, wherein 
transfer devices that perform transfer control processing and a routing control 
device to which the transfer devices are connected are employed, said routing 
control device transmits the routing control information which is possessed by 
itself, to said transfer devices, and said transfer devices perform said transfer 
control processing of packets based on said routing control information 
transmitted from said routing control device (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51, 
Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22). 

As to claim 9, Tsukakoshi teaches a routing control device to which 
transfer devices that perform transfer control processing are connected, wherein 
said routing control device has routing control information relating to packet 
transfer routes and transmits the routing control information to said transfer 
devices (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 
22). 

As to claim 10, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control device according to 
claim 9, having a routing control table which holds said routing control 
information (Fig. 4, Fig. 5). 

As to claim 1 1 , Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control device according to 
claim 9, wherein said routing control device predicts the packet transfer routes 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,078 
Art Unit: 2155 



Page 7 



based on said routing control information (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51). 

As to claim 12, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control device according to 
claim 9, wherein said routing control device transmits the routing control 
information necessary for transfer devices on said packet transfer routes, to the 
transfer devices (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41 -Column 
6, lines 22). 

As to claim 13, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control device according to 
claim 9, wherein when a request for transmission of said routing control 
information is received from said transfer device, said routing control device 
transmits said routing control information to the transfer device which requested 
this transmission (Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22). 

As to claim 14, Tsukakoshi teaches a transfer device that performs 
transfer control processing, wherein said transfer device performs said transfer 
control processing of packets based on routing control information transmitted 
from a routing control device that is connected therewith (See abstract, Column 
2, lines 3-51 , Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22). 

As to claim 15, Tsukakoshi teaches the transfer device according to claim 
14, which requests transmission of said routing control information thereto from 
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said routing control device, in cases where it does not have said routing control 
information (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51 , Column 3, lines 41 -Column 6, 
lines 22). 

As to claim 16, Tsukakoshi teaches the transfer device according to claim 
14, comprising storage means that stores said routing control information 
transmitted from said routing control device (See abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51, 
Column 3, lines 41-Column 6, lines 22). 

4. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line 

numbers in the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of 
the applicant. Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings 
of the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, 
other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from 
the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references in its 
entirety as potentially teaching of all or part of the claimed invention, as well as 
the context. 



5. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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• Li et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,597,703) discloses system for reducing 
multicast forwarding states in a multicast communication system. 

• Ruiz (U.S. Patent Number 5,916,306) discloses communication protocol 
for a router-based building automation and control network. 

• Daruwalla et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,693,878) discloses technique for 
using node ID as VPN identifiers. 

• Desnoyers et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,791 ,948) discloses distributed 
switch and connection control method for digital communications network. 

• Matsuzawa et al. (U.S. Patent Number 7,009,987) discloses router device 
and cut-through path control method for realizing load balancing at 
intermediate routers. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,078 
Art Unit: 2155 



Page 10 



for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 

Patent Examiner <~>n- 6 ~-r 
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